
 

 
June 2026 

 

Welcome to Winter and  this month’s edition of “The Mighty M “your monthly 

update spotlighting activity and engagement across our district. 
 

INSIDE   
 

❖ From the DG’s Desk 
❖ Recognising Outstanding Service - 

Awards 
❖ 202M District Awards -Applications Open 
❖ The Lloyd Morgan Charitable Trust 
❖ Lions Recycle for Sight 

❖ Marketing Strategy Overview 
❖ Zone Buzz 
❖ Let’s Grow Your Club’s Impact – 

Training 6 June 
❖ LMCCT Info and Application Form 
 

 

FROM THE DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S DESK 
 

    

ARTICLE 10 – FINISHING STRONG 
ACROSS THE MIGHTY M 
“Leadership, Growth, and Building for the 
Future” 

Lions of the Mighty 202M, 

Another busy month right across the Mighty M, and as we 
head towards the final stages of the Lions year, I continue to 
be amazed by the commitment, passion, and heart shown by 
our members across the district. 

This month we held our District Cabinet Meeting at the 
home of Carol McMillian and Angus, making use of their 
garage and shed facilities. I would personally like to thank Carol and Angus for once again 
opening not only their property but their home and hospitality to us. Whether it’s dinners, 
celebrations, training courses, or Cabinet meetings, your generosity and commitment to 
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Lions is simply incredible. Without caring and passionate Lions like yourselves, we simply 
couldn't do what we do. 

During the Cabinet 
weekend, I had the 
pleasure of presenting 
several of our amazing 
Lions with their Guiding 
Lion Certifications. 

This is a very special 
recognition and 
highlights those 
members willing to step 
forward and support 
clubs and future leaders. 

If your club ever needs a helping hand, please reach out — we have people ready and 
willing to support. 

Once Cabinet business was complete, I had the privilege of formally handing over 
the District Gavel to District Governor Elect Debbie Beuth, who shared her goals and 
presented a draft budget for the coming year. After our year of “Building the Mighty 
202M,” the focus now shifts to “Reigniting Our Lions Spark.” I know Debbie and Peter 
will do an outstanding job leading our district into the future. 

I would also like to thank Debbie, Peter, and the 
District for the beautiful Pounamu gifts given 
to both Liz and me. We were deeply touched by 
the gesture. I was also lucky enough to receive 
some wonderful whiskey items for my home bar 
— very much appreciated! 

Importantly, by hosting the Cabinet Meeting at 
Carol’s property, we were able to keep costs to 
an absolute minimum. This reflects something 
we’ve worked hard on throughout the year — 
making every district dollar count. Again, 
without members stepping up and supporting 

us, this becomes much harder. 

On Sunday, Stephen Barr delivered the “Let's Grow Your Club Impact” course, which 
was very well received. Due to the interest shown, another session will be held on 6th 
June in Kapiti, and if you're able to attend, I strongly encourage you to do so. 
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Closer to home, Liz and I attended our club’s “Guess Who’s Coming for Dinner” evening. For 

those unfamiliar with the concept, members are told only 30 minutes before where they’re 
going for a potluck dinner. It’s a fantastic way for newer and longer-serving members to 
socialise and get to know each other outside of formal meetings. 

 

The Combined Kapiti Lions Book Fair was also held again this month. This annual event 
continues to be a great example of clubs working together and is always a lot of fun while 
strengthening friendships across the Kapiti clubs. 

 (Ed. note: The one-day 
event raised $24,000. DG 
Leon, Lyndsay Evans and 
Stu Lankshear are pictured 
with the “Lions Truck” 
used for moving Bookfair 
supplies.) 

 

Liz, Zone Chair John, and his 
wife Amy attended a very 
special evening at Waipawa 
District Lions Club, 
where six new Lions and six 
new Leos were inducted. 

 It was fantastic seeing 
experienced Lions leadership 
mixed with the youth, 
enthusiasm, and excitement of 
our Leo movement. 
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During the evening, Zone Chair John also presented Membership Growth Keys to Lions 
Elsa, Teena, and President Kim.  

Congratulations and thank you for your dedication to growing your club and our 

district. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we formally inducted our 
new Wellington Club Branch, 
sponsored by the Karori Lions 
Club.  

This marks the first event of this 
kind within our district in nearly 
ten years, and what a special 
occasion it was.  
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A huge welcome to Lions Sam, McKenzie, 

Ava, Ethan, Sammy, and Robert. 

 We are incredibly excited to have you onboard and 
look forward to watching your branch continue to grow 
— and they’ve already signed up another two members 
waiting to be inducted! 

 

 

 

 

The evening was wonderfully led by Jo Cameron, and the Branch are excited to 
have Mike Cameron as their mentor moving forward. I would also like to sincerely 
thank President Gina, Membership Director Trevor, and the entire Karori Lions 
Club Board and membership for supporting this initiative and creating such a 
memorable occasion. 
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I’m now looking ahead to next month where I have been honoured to be invited to 
several Club Changeovers and new member inductions. I look forward to sharing photos and 

highlights in the next edition of the Mighty M. 

As always, if you need anything at all, please get in touch: 

 021 246 0955  202M.DG@lionsclubs.org.nz 

Thank you again for everything you do. Keep up the incredible work and let’s continue 
to finish strong! 

Cheers, 

Leon Downes 
District Governor 202M 2025–2026 

 

As clubs start to plan for their change of officers it is an 
opportunity to recognise those lions who have given 
outstanding service to your club, district or community.  
 
A Melvin Jones Fellow is the highest recognition that can 
be given to a Lion. 
 
The Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF) is the backbone of 
our foundation.  
 
 

In New Zealand a MJF is presented to those for whom a donation of US$1,000 was made 
by others to LCIF, it’s a tremendous contribution to humanity and to the legacy of our 
founder, Melvin Jones. 
 

• There are more than 476,000 MJF recipients worldwide. 

• There are more than 100,000 PMJF recipients worldwide. 

• 100% of MJFs are invited to the annual luncheon held at our international 

convention. 

Contributions for the MJF can be made by individuals (including non-Lions), clubs or 
districts. Donations may be in one sum or in installments. Melvin Jones Fellows receive a 
special lapel pin, a plaque, and a congratulatory letter. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:202M.DG@lionsclubs.org.nz
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If a club wishes to recognise a Lion who is already a Melvin Jones Fellow they can purchase 
a Progressive Melvin Jones (PMJF)pin which recognises additional service. 
 
A number of clubs throughout our district already have sufficient credits to award a Melvin 
Jones Fellow at their next changeover night. Clubs should allow approximately three weeks 
for delivery of an MJF.  
 
If you require any further information or would like to know who in your club has received 
an MJF or what funds you may have available, do not hesitate to contact me so that we can 
process your application in time for your change over. 
 
PDG Rex Bullard  
District 202M LCIF Coordinator. 
202m.LCIF@lionsclubs.org.nz 
 
 

 

All clubs are encouraged to apply for consideration for the following awards for the 2025 -
2026 Lions Year. 
 
Please note that the awards criteria closely align with the criteria for Multiple District 
Awards. 
 
202M – Community Service Award: 

1. To encourage full club member participation in community service projects / 

activities  

 

2. To stimulate friendly rivalry between clubs by implementing exciting and 

innovative community service  

 
 

3. To enable worthy service projects / activities to be recorded and made available 

for use by other clubs 

202M – Youth Activity Award: 
1. To encourage vigorous club participation in youth activities  

2. To stimulate friendly rivalry between clubs by implementing exciting and 

adventurous youth programmes  

mailto:202m.LCIF@lionsclubs.org.nz
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3. To enable worthy youth activities to be recorded and made available for use by 

other clubs 

 

 

202M ‐ Public Relations & Communication Award 
1. To recognise excellence, innovation and effectiveness in communications and 

Public Relations  

2. To encourage clubs to use a range of medium to communicate with their 

members  

3. To encourage clubs to use a range of medium to enhance public awareness and 

the reputation of Lions in the wider community 

202M –Membership Growth, Retention & Extension Award 
1. To encourage clubs to take responsibility for membership growth thus ensuring 

the future of Lions in District 202M and MD202  

2. To encourage clubs to retain members by developing strategies that ensure 

existing members continue their membership  

3. To encourage clubs to extend membership through chartering of new clubs and 

sponsoring of club branches Total Membership as recorded in the Lions Portal 

NOTES 
• The award period is from 1 July  2025 to 30 June 2026 

• Applications for Awards in this Lions year are eligible 

• The Immediate Past District Governor will present these awards at the next District 

Forum. 

• Entry forms will be emailed to Club Secretaries shortly 

• Applications for this year’s awards will close on 30 September 2026 

• Applications can be sent to rexbullard@xtra.co.nz 

See www.lionsclubs.org.nz/members/awards for more details of criteria. 
If you have any questions, please email PDG Rex Bullard rexbullard@xtra.co.nz 

 
 

PDG Rex Bullard  
District 202M LCIF Coordinator. 
202m.LCIF@lionsclubs.org.nz 
 

 

mailto:rexbullard@xtra.co.nz
http://www.lionsclubs.org.nz/members/awards
mailto:rexbullard@xtra.co.nz
mailto:202m.LCIF@lionsclubs.org.nz
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Have you ever wondered about the origin of the 

 

    Lloyd Morgan OBE        20 Jan 1918 — 24 Aug 2001 
 
1960          Charter Vice President  

           Lower Hutt Host 
 

1965/66         District Governor 202B 
 
1970/72  International Director 
 
1979/80  International President  
  
June 1980       LMLCCT presented to  

          IP Lloyd Morgan at the 
          final plenary session in  
          Chicago 

 
                        1979 – 1986     Trust Chairman 

 
                                                       1986 – 2001     Patron  
 
 
It had been the custom, at the end of an International President’s year, for his Multiple 
District to present him with the keys of a new car, usually a Cadillac.  
 
International President Lloyd Morgan had always made it very clear that he did not want a 
gift.  
 
When the Council Chairman of the day (1977-1978) Bob Collins was asked what Council 
were doing to recognise Lloyd’s year as International President.  Bob sought advice from 
the International Officers Support Committee (IOSC); the committee established to 
promote and support Lloyd Morgan’s International President’s campaign.  
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While driving to the Multiple District Convention in Dunedin, one of the committee members 
suggested that a Charitable Trust in Lloyd’s name would be an appropriate way to 
recognise and honour Lloyd’s year as International President.  
 
There was general agreement, the concept was approved, and the Constitution and Rules 
of the Lloyd Morgan Lions Clubs Charitable Trust were drafted.  
 
Then followed a huge fundraising campaign and Clubs around New Zealand collectively 
donated over $36,000. 
 
This was enough money to buy three Cadillacs and showed the huge support and high 
esteem the Lions of New Zealand had for Lloyd.   
 
The $36,000+ formed the initial capital and the Trust was presented to Lloyd Morgan at the 
final plenary session of the International Convention in Chicago in 1980. 
 
Since 1980 the Trust has grown from the initial $36,000 to over $8.5 million and has 
distributed over $6.5 million in grants. This has been achieved by the ongoing support of 
donations by clubs and the conservative management of the invested funds.  
 
Last year 202M donated $28,780 to the Lloyd Morgan Trust and received back $77,000 in 
grants. I’d say that is an excellent return on our District’s investment! 
 
As of the end of April this year, our District has donated $11,170 and received back 
$10,000 in grants. 
 
I am aware of a few potential grant applications and know clubs are sending in donations 
to receive recognitions to acknowledge their members at their Changeovers coming up in 
June and July. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the Lloyd Morgan Trust and please come to me for 
assistance in submitting grant applications to the Trust to support your projects. 
 
More about the application procedure and form at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Thanks again 
 
Jo Cameron 
202M LMLCCT District Trustee 
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Thirteen cartons, containing 2889 pairs of spectacles, have 
been processed by the Lions Club of Karori and delivered 
to the Islands recently.  
 
The specs team continue to process all the glasses that you 

provide and we are happy to keep receiving them either 

when one of us is at meetings or by them being delivered to 

us.  

 

Our drop off is at the home of Tom Lumb, 11a Lewer Street, 

Karori, though a couple of clubs show up at my place on a 

Thursday morning which is where the bulk of the processing happens, 

 

Feedback has come in from one of the coordinators along with some photos. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I would be most grateful if you would convey my heartfelt thanks to Karori Lions Club for 

their generous donation of reading glasses. 

 

One of our volunteer yachts brought them to Fiji and a second delivered them to Nurse 

Gahendra at Lomaloma Hospital in Vanua Balavu. Gahendra is the only eye nurse in the 

remote Lau Group and he will be travelling to the more remote islands as part of the 

medical outreach team. 

These glasses will make a massive difference to our remote island communities. 

Vinaka Vakalevu (Thank You Very Much) 

 
Jonathan Robinson  

Coordinator, Sea Mercy (Fiji)  
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Some of our glasses did make the consignment to Suva 
hospital so that was really great. 
 
 Also some glasses and polarize sunglasses went to 
Johnathan in Fiji, Sea Mercy, and others went to Tonga.  
 
So, in all we covered a big area.  
 
 
 
 
PDG Alice McDonald 
MD202 GLT Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 

Lions District 202M has a proud history of service, stretching from the Kāpiti Coast 
through the Hutt Valley, Wairarapa, Hawkes Bay, and Gisborne.  

Our marketing strategy must reflect the unique spirit of our communities while showcasing 
the impact Lions make every day. 

The goal is simple: strengthen visibility, attract new members, and reinforce Lions as a 
trusted force for good across the lower North Island. 

Storytelling at the Heart of Our Approach.  Every club in 202M contributes powerful 
service stories—sight projects, youth programmes, environmental work, community events, 
and emergency support.  

Sharing these stories consistently across social media, club websites, and local newspapers 
helps the public see the real difference Lions make. High quality photos, short videos, and 
member spotlights bring authenticity and warmth to our message. 

Building a Strong Digital Presence.   All clubs should maintain active Facebook and 
Instagram channels, celebrating club achievements and promoting district wide initiatives. 
Clear branding, aligned with Lions International guidelines, ensures our identity remains 
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recognisable and professional. Regular updates on Facebook is essential even if it is 
reposting from the 202M Facebook page and commenting on it. 

Community Engagement and Visibility.  Community engagement remains a 
cornerstone. Lions should be visible at markets, festivals, school events, and council 
activities throughout 202M. 

Branded gazebos, banners, and uniforms help reinforce who we are. Partnerships with local 
businesses, iwi, and service organisations expand our reach and credibility. 

Supporting Membership Growth.  Membership growth relies on making joining easy 
and inviting. Promoting open nights, hands on service days, and flexible membership 
options helps potential members see where they fit. 

The Path Forward.  By combining consistent branding, authentic storytelling, and strong 
community presence, District 202M can continue building a vibrant, visible, and growing 
Lions movement. 

Example of Good Practice, check out Waikanae Lions new website:     
https://waikanaelions.co.nz/ 

 
 

 
 

Waikanae Lions website developer is happy to make your club personalised at a very 
reasonable cost. Contact Laurie Wilson laurie@marketmind.co.nz 
 

 
PDG Rex Bullard  
District 202M LCIF Coordinator. 
202m.LCIF@lionsclubs.org.nz 

 

https://waikanaelions.co.nz/
mailto:laurie@marketmind.co.nz
mailto:202m.LCIF@lionsclubs.org.nz
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Kapakapanui Lions Club raised $1,300 for Ronald McDonald House with their Mother's 
Day High Tea on Sunday 10th May. 
 
72 guests enjoyed a variety of tasty treats along with a selection of teas and coffee.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We had Caricaturist Jed draw some fabulous pictures of our guests. Jed also donated to 
our very worthwhile cause. 
 

Over the years we have been able to support RMH by baking and cooking meals and have 
raised $10,000 so far for them 
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Success Is Measured In Many Ways Skyline Challenge Sets 

New Records 

The Martinborough Lions Skyline Challenge ride, run and walk took place on Saturday 
11 April 2026, one day before Cyclone Vaianu came our way. 

“It was our biggest success again this year, no matter how you look at it,” says one of the 
organisers from Martinborough Lions, Lee Quayle. “We raised more money than ever, 
beating this year’s $15,000 target to buy much-needed equipment for South Wairarapa 
Meals on Wheels. Timing was perfect; one day later and the cyclone would have forced us 
to cancel, whereas on Saturday we had ideal weather for some challenging exercise! And 
we went against the trend of many recent events by hosting our biggest ever number of 
participants, with over 300 attending for the very first time,” adds Lee. 

The new finishing chute and ‘Challenge Badges’ for everyone made finishing more 
satisfying for participants, with the new pedestrian area making things safer for them, their 
friends and family around the base camp. 

We moved the date of the event this year so that it was held during school holidays and 
after Daylight Saving gave us a lighter start. “The lighter early-morning start definitely 
helped and we think that being in the school holidays made it easier for participants to 
bring their younger children,” says Lee. “We will be looking to find a similar date next 
year,” he adds. 

Once again, the 10km walk attracted over a third of the total Skyline entries. This dedicated 
scenic walk took participants out the back of the historic Huangarua Station, dropping down 
through a bush section before climbing up to Camp David for a refreshing cool drink and 
wonderful views over the South Wairarapa and the vineyards in autumn bloom, before 
following the skyline ridge back to the start. 

The 28km and 20km run/ride courses were again popular, and the 11km run/ride/walk 
attracted many people wanting a more modest challenge than the longer events provided. 

This year all proceeds from the Skyline Challenge will be going to South Wairarapa Meals 
on Wheels Martinborough. “Meals on Wheels is a local charitable service, run by the 
Masonic Villages Trust from Wharekaka, providing meals to our elderly, disabled or 
rehabilitating residents in Featherston, Greytown and Martinborough,” says Lee. “We’re 
pleased to say that, because of the success of the fundraising for the event, we will be 
buying much-needed new kitchen and delivery equipment for Meals on Wheels,” says Lee. 

This community fundraising event organised by the Martinborough Lions would not be 
possible without the generous support of our principal sponsor, Green Jersey Explorer 
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Tours, and 20 other financial sponsors who have all contributed to this worthy cause and 
great event. 

“And to all the other people who helped: not the least the over 30 volunteers and marshals 
who gave up their Saturday; suppliers of food, coffee, music and PA system, radio network, 
4WD vehicles, the members of the committee: a huge THANK YOU all!” concludes Lee. 

Taking time to take a photo because the views are hard to beat. 

President Sue awarded five members with Milestone 
Chevron Awards.  

 
They are Jean Corlett, 40 years service, Margaret Doyle 
30 years, Marleen Reid and Muriel Norman 15 years 
service.  
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Johnsonville Lions Club held a 
successful fundraising event on Friday 
15 May, raising almost $1,000 for the 
Johnsonville Food Bank. 

Organiser Shirley Ng said the 
fashion evening at Ballentynes 
drew a full house, with “much fun 
and laughter” as club members 
modelled upcoming winter 
fashions. 

 

 

Members enjoyed taking on the role of ‘real-life’ models, and the capacity audience also 
appreciated raffles drawn during a brief supper break. 

Male members contributed by baking and preparing items for supper. 

Club President Phillip Henty thanked the Ballentynes manager and staff for their support 
and said he was delighted with the success of the evening. He noted that the funds raised 
will help local families struggling with rising food costs and was pleased the club could 
again support the community. 

At a special function at the Karori Park Café on Sunday, 24 May, the Karori Lions Club welcomed 

six new young members, who form the new Wellington branch of the club. The new members all 

live in nearby suburbs and look forward to joining with the parent club in upcoming planned 

projects, as well as initiating their own projects. 

Some of the upcoming activities of Karori Lions include: Winter Wishes – nominate a deserving 

person for support; supporting the Foodbank Appeal at Karori Mall – 30 May; supporting Karori 

Kaitiaki – enhancing Karori’s natural environment – 31 May; upcoming collection for the Scouts’ 

Jamboree in Karori Mall – 13 and 14 June; collection at Karori Mall for Camp Quality – 26 and 27 

June; Karori Community Book Fair – 10 and 11 July; e-waste collection at Karori Community 
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Centre – 25 July; Halloween Haunted House – October/November; Lap the Map, supporting 

diabetes, at Karori Park – November; and The Magic Show – November/December. 

Great weekend for book lovers 

On Saturday 23 May, fine weather in Kapiti brought strong crowds to the Combined Lions 
Clubs of Kapiti Book. 

 With readers arriving armed with shopping lists, hunting for 
bargains, missing titles, and unexpected finds. 

Book Fair Committee chairman Warren Biddington said the 
Lions were delighted with the turnout and the community 
support. 

The fair, run by four local Lions Clubs, raised $24,000, 
exceeding the May 2025 event. 

Funds will support Mary Potter Hospice Kāpiti’s refurbishment 
project, L’Arche, Age Concern, Wellington Free Ambulance, and the Life Flight Trust. 

Planning for the next fair begins in October. 
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A taxi passenger tapped the driver on 
the shoulder to ask him a question.  

The driver screamed, lost control of 
the car, nearly hit a bus, went up on the 
footpath, and stopped inches from a 
shop window. For a second, everything 
was quiet in the cab. 

 Then the driver said, "Look, mate, 
don't ever do that again. You scared the 
living daylights out of me!"  

The passenger apologised and said, "I 
didn't realise that a little tap would 
scare you so much." 

 The driver replied, "Sorry, it's not 
really your fault. Today is my first day 

as a cab driver — I've been driving a 
funeral hearse for the last 25 years." 

 

Three friends stranded on a deserted 
island find a magic lamp.  

Inside it is a genie who agrees to grant 
each friend one wish. 

 “I want to go home,” says the first 
friend. The genie grants her wish.  

“I want to go home, too,” says the 
second friend. And the genie sends him 
back home.  

“I’m lonely,” says the third friend. “I 
sure wish my friends were back here." 

 

 

 

Them With The District!

Whether it’s a project win, a Lion who shines, or a community moment worth celebrating, 
The Mighty M is the place to tell it. Your contributions help give others a boost and keep 
our district connected. 

Send your stories (MS Word format preferred) to: 

202M.Editor@LionsClubs.org.nz Deadline: 25th of each month 
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