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	Lions Clubs International 
District 202M Inc 
Forum
6th to 8th March 2026
REGISTRATION FORM
Registrations close 20th February 2026
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	An editable online version of this form is available on the Lions District 202M web page
Or: Fill in your registration details and send to 202m.convreg@lionsclubs.org.nz
Register by 6th February to go into a draw to win your registration cost back.

	Lion, Leo and partner details

	Surname:
	First Name:

	Office Held: 
	Club: 

	Partner’s Surname:
	Partner’s Name:

	Postal Address:

	
	Post code:

	Tel: 
	Mobile:

	Email Address: 

	Special Dietary or Accessibility Requirements: 

	Emergency Next of Kin: 

	Tel:                                   
Name: 

	Registration and programme details
	Lion, Leo attending
	Partner attending

	Friday 6th March 2026 – Venue; Te Raukura Ki Kapiti

	5.00pm – Registration opens
6.00pm - Welcome drinks and platters followed by official opening
	
	

	Saturday 7th March 2026 – Welcome, Guest speakers and Forum Sessions
Venue; Te Raukura Ki Kapiti 

	8.30am – Registration opens
	
	

	10.30am – Partners programme commences
	
	

	Saturday 7th March 2026 - Dine and Dance to live music.
Venue; Southwards Car Museum

	6.00pm – Door opens – 11.00pm Close
	
	

	Sunday 8th March 2026 – Remembrance & Rededication Service.
Venue; Kapiti Coast Funeral Home

	10.00am – Doors open – 1.00pm Close. Light lunch provided
	
	

	Registration and payment process
	Cost per person
	Number
attending
	Total cost $

	Lion and Leo – Friday 6th to Sunday 8th March
	$150
	
	

	Partners programme – Friday to Sunday 8th March (Saturday lunch is at own expense)
	$120
	
	

	Partners attending Dine and Dance Only – Saturday 7th March
	$75
	
	

	Total cost
	

	Please scan and email your registration form to 202m.convreg@lionsclubs.org.nz 
Registrations close 20th February 2026

	Payment via internet banking to account number; 03-0502-0547903-001 
Account name; Lions Clubs International Distr
Particulars; Forum2026         Code; Your Club name               Reference; Your family name 

	Registrations will be confirmed once the internet banking has been received.



Lions District 202M – 2026 Forum information

Programme
Friday 6th March 2026
Venue is Te Raukura Ki Kapiti, Performing Art Centre, 34a Raumati Rd, Paraparaumu
Welcome drinks and the Official opening from 5.00pm
The drinks will be Eftpos only 
Opening Flag Ceremony by Kapiti College students
Guest speaker Brendon Nicholls
Saturday 7th March 2026
Venue is Te Raukura Ki Kapiti, Performing Art Centre, 34a Raumati Rd, Paraparaumu
Doors open from 8.30am
Welcome of official party and MP Tim Costley
Guest speaker Abbas Nazari, Former Tampa Refugee
Breakout sessions, District awards
Keynote speakers ID Graeme Wilson and Jared Kreft
Dine and Dance
Venue is Southwards Car Museum Theatre, Otaihanga Rd, Paraparaumu
Doors open from 6.00pm
Come to enjoy an evening of live music, and dressed to reflect the “Mighty M” theme
Sunday 8th March 2026 
Venue is the Kapiti Coast Funeral Home, 9/11 Hinemoa St, Paraparaumu
Doors will be open from 10.00am
Time to remember and respect those who have provided service.
The service will be followed by lunch at 12.00pm. 

Partners Programme
Saturday 6th March 2026
Partners will depart Kapiti College at 10.30am
Will visit and play the Rotary/Lions Mini Golf Project – the first of its kind in NZ opened in November 2025
This will be followed by a tour of The Bond Store Distillery
And then a “Long Lunch” at the Waterfront Café at your own expense.
Followed by some free time to enjoy the local Raumati shops and surroundings
Before returning to Kapiti College

Sunday Remembrance and Rededication Service
Sunday 8th March 2026
For catering purposes please advise us of any family members or guests attending the remembrance service.
The cost for lunch for family members and guests attending the service is $25.
For Forum registered Lions and Partners, the cost for lunch is included in the registration cost.
Please ensure that eulogies for the deceased members being recognised are provided to the District Almoner by the end of January 2026. Email to 202m.almoner@lionsclubs.org.nz 

[bookmark: _Hlk216859017]General advice
Dress - Smart casual or club polos / uniforms – please wear your Club name badge
Dress for the Dine and Dance – Something to reflect the “Mighty M” theme.

Accommodation
There is a wide range of accommodation available and it is your responsibility book direct.
Check out Booking.com/Kapiti or Airbnb/Kapiti for providers within Paraparaumu, Raumati and Waikanae.

Catering
Relish Café and Catering, Waikanae are the catering provider for the Forum including the Saturday night dinner.







Guest Speaker Bios
Brendon Nicholls
On leaving school Brendon trained as a soldier and became dedicated to a military future.  He accepted every opportunity to develop the skills needed for combat and firearms training and in 2008 Brendon was selected for a role with Delta commandos in the Australian Army.

Deployments in various regions followed with tours of duty in 2010 and 2012 in Afghanistan.

The mental challenges in contemporary theatres of conflict are significant and has taken a huge toll on the men and women who have served.

Brendon retired in 2013 and went on to serve with the Australian Police in Queensland and the New Zealand Police when he moved here in 2017.

Brendon and his wife Charlie live in Taranaki and the NZ Police continue to benefit from Brendon’s experience as a volunteer coach dealing with violence on the job.   

Abbas Nazari
Abbas is a best-selling author, refugee advocate and public speaker.  In 2001, Abbas and his family were resettled to New Zealand, after fleeing the Taliban in Afghanistan as refugees and being rescued by the Tampa container ship, a saga that became known as the Tampa affair. 

Abbas went on to win a Fulbright scholarship to the United States in 2019, graduating with a Master’s in Security Studies from Georgetown University, Washington DC.

Abbas published his memoir After the Tampa: From Afghanistan to New Zealand with Allen & Unwin in 2021. The book became a number one best seller, with former Prime Minister Helen Clark describing the story as ‘extraordinary’.

John Campbell discussed the book on TVNZ’s Breakfast, saying ‘After the Tampa tells the heart-breaking, life affirming, heroic, remarkable story of fleeing the Taliban. A stunning book, beautifully, gently written, unflinching but also full of compassion and hope. This is a beautiful book.’

Now an author, personal trainer, public speaker and a business owner, Abbas was named a finalist in the University of Canterbury Young New Zealander of the Year for 2022.

[bookmark: _Hlk214905075]International Director - Graeme Wilson
Graeme is from Invercargill, New Zealand, was elected to serve a two-year term as an international director of Lions International at the association’s 106th International Convention in Melbourne, Australia, June 2024.

Graeme is a Bank Manager with Kiwibank.

Graeme started his journey with Lions International as a member of the Invercargill East Lions Club and is currently a member of the Waihopai City Lions Club. 

Graeme has received numerous awards including the Lloyd Morgan Lions Clubs Charitable Trust Award, multiple International President’s Medals and multiple International President’s Certificates.  

Jarrod Kreft
Jarrod was born and raised in New Zealand, before moving across the Tasman to Australia in 2006. Alongside his career in enterprise software sales with Adobe, Jarrod is a devoted husband and the proud dad of two young daughters; a role he describes as his most important job of all.
Community service runs in his blood. His grandfather dedicated over 40 years to Lions in New Zealand, and in 2018 Jarrod decided to honour that legacy by joining the Lions Club of Manly.
Since then, his commitment has been extraordinary. Among many roles for Club and District, he has led as Club President for three years, been recognised as a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, and has served as District IT Chairperson for 6 years (for which he has earned an International Presidents Medal).
His leadership also extends to the wider Lions family, where he contributes as a Director of the Lions NSW/ACT Nurses Scholarship Foundation and the Australian Lions Wellbeing Foundation.
What sets Jarrod apart is how he bridges two worlds: technology and service. In his professional life with Adobe, he helps some of Australia’s most recognised organisations embrace digital transformation. In his volunteer life, he is equally passionate about helping Lions embrace new tools and ideas to expand their impact in the community.
Today, he brings those worlds together in his keynote: “AI Tools for Everyone.” Jarrod will challenge us to see artificial intelligence not as something distant or intimidating, but as a practical, everyday tool that can help volunteers, professionals, and entire communities achieve more.
Contact for Registrations 
Sonja Wezenbeek
Tel 021 1800 243.
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District Governor 2025 - 2026

Lions District 202M, New Zealand
Home club Waikanae




