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The new members in our 202F District for June 2025

are:

Jeremy Hall Maniototo Lions sponsored by John

Mulholland

Reynaldinez Paris Omakau District Lions – sponsored by

Kenneth Edgar

Esther Lietze – West Otago Lions – sponsored by Ann-Kristin Loferski

Dorice Walmisley – Wanaka Upper Clutha Lions – sponsored by



In February 2025, a serious medical emergency unfolded at
Menzies College in Wyndham when a young student collapsed
during a school athletics event. Immediate CPR was
performed, and the student was airlifted by the Otago
Southland Rescue Helicopter to Dunedin Hospital, later
transferred to Auckland for specialist care. The incident,
covered by the Otago Daily Times on 2 May 2025, highlighted
the critical importance of timely access to Automated External
Defibrillators (AEDs).

A need was identified in the community, particularly by one of
the club members who is the owner of the Four Square. Emma,
who is also the current President of The Wyndham Pioneer
Lions Club, played a pivotal role in driving this project forward.
Her leadership and dedication were instrumental in bringing the
vision to life. She took immediate action by offering 24/7 access to her store’s AED. While generous, this still
placed limitations on the family’s freedom and peace of mind.

Bringing the matter to the Club’s attention, she prompted a deeper discussion around AED accessibility in the
Wyndham and Edendale areas. The Club reviewed local AED availability via the AED Locations App and
conducted on-the-ground checks to verify access and identify service gaps. It was clear that more needed to be
done—particularly for vulnerable individuals and families in high-risk situations.

The Directors of the Wyndham Pioneer Lions Club met formally and unanimously agreed to fund a portable
AED unit for the family to use on a loan basis. This initiative was not only a timely response to an urgent need
but also a broader investment in community safety and resilience.

To ensure the arrangement was both secure and legally sound, the Club secretary reached out to Liz Henry of
Mee & Henry Law, who is well known in the region for her support of AED placements. Liz generously
donated her time to draft a formal agreement that would protect both the family and the Club. She also offered
expert advice on AED models, recommending an upgraded unit with enhanced memory and a durable protective
case—ensuring longevity and reliability.

Mee & Henry Law went a step further by contributing funds to make the upgrade possible. Thanks to an
existing credit with the NZ Red Cross, the device was swiftly procured, and the Club contributed $2,400 toward
its cost.

On 27 May 2025, three members of the Wyndham Pioneer Lions Club had the privilege of presenting the AED
directly to the family at their home. The
exchange was deeply moving and heartfelt
—a reminder of the true spirit behind our
motto, “We Serve.”

This project represents the very best of
community collaboration: a local business
owner's compassion, a club’s
determination to take meaningful action,
and a legal professional’s generous
contribution of time and resources. It
wasn’t just about delivering a medical
device—it was about restoring confidence,
enhancing mobility, and demonstrating
what can be achieved when we come
together in service and care for one
another.
This is kindness in action. This is Lions.
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AED Support in Wyndham – A Community Effort Rooted in Compassion
By Wyndham Pioneer Lions Club
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Lions Club members presenting the AED to the
family on 27 May 2025 — a heartfelt moment of

community care and connection
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Our cheese roll fundraiser was a mammoth effort, with over 700 dozen cheese rolls made! What an
incredible achievement from our small but mighty club.
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make the days fly by — it was a fantastic opportunity to
reconnect, share laughter, and welcome some wonderful extra helping hands.
A special thank you to the ladies who kept us well-fed and hydrated — the food was absolutely delicious
and very much appreciated!
Emma
President
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Wyndham Lions Club – Cheese Roll Fundraiser

Raffle Winner

Article on the AED presentation, as
featured in the Otago Daily Times

(screenshot)
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The Last Task - Noel B, Bob B, Dave M, Pete M dig 800mm base for helipad windsock

The Branch Club’s Murray S, Robyn F, Judy T, Graham B, Bill T sort old/foreign money for HeadsUp4Kids
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INVERCARGILL CENTRAL
A Lions Garden: Growing Service, Kindness and Fellowship

TO PLANT YOUR GARDEN
First, you Come to the garden alone,

while the dew is still on the roses....

FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING,
PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS:

1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart

3. Peace of soul

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH: PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE:
Squash gossip Lettuce be faithful
Squash indifference Lettuce be kind
Squash grumbling Lettuce be patient
Squash selfishness Lettuce really love one another

NO GARDEN complete IS WITHOUT TURNIPS: TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE
Turnip for meetings MUST HAVE THYME:
Turnip for service Thyme for each other
Turnip to help one another Thyme for family

Thyme for friends

WATER FREELYWITH PATIENCE AND CULTIVATEWITH LOVE. THERE IS MUCH
FRUIT IN YOUR GARDEN BECAUSE YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW. NOT BAD, HUH?!
My instructions were to send this to people that I wanted God to bless, and I picked
you!

0
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Makarewa Lions Club Honours Dedicated
Members

A special presentation of 100% attendance badges was
held recently, conducted by Past District Governor
Juon Schoen. Also in attendance was Doris Schoen,

Past President of the Winton Lions Club.

The badges recognised members for their consistent
commitment, with years of 100% attendance ranging
from one to an impressive thirty-four years. Some of
the dedicated recipients are pictured below — a true
testament to their ongoing service and dedication to

Lionism.

MAKAREWA
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The West Otago Lions Club had the pleasure of hosting the Lawrence Lions and supporters in June for a fun-filled
evening centred around The Great Debate — “There is more gold on our side of the mountain.” With a golden
theme and lively audience participation, both teams passionately defended their turf. Though the judges declared
it a draw, a tie-breaker challenge tipped the trophy in favour of Lawrence. Local celebrity Bill McCall chaired the
event, adding to the entertainment. A memorable night of fellowship, laughter, and friendly rivalry!

Lawrence Debaters: Olivia, Jock & Ronald Debate Chairman Bill

The judges at right delivering the verdict
The support crew from Lawrence with their

debater

West Otago Debaters: Left to Right Lindsay, Todd & Isaac all looking
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Dinner in Darkness: Helen Keller Day
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Ian Sawers
Ian joined the Methven Lions Club - member No. 106, in March 1995, and was
a dedicated Member there for over 10 years. Remembered today in Methven
club by the following descriptors. Solid. A Good Bugger. Solid. The kind of
Club Member you need 3 dozen of. Solid. Reliable. Solid.
He moved to the Upper Clutha after a long history of holidaying in the area,
and Transferred to Wanaka and Districts lions Club in 2016. Ian has always
been a strong advocate for Youth and their development following a long
career in Education in Senior Management roles. Ian has always been a strong
Sportsman, keen Golfer and Experienced Rugby Coach and Referee. Personally,
I have known of Ian for over 50 Years - and even then I remember a focused
Team player, firm in Leadership whilst respectful of the ideas and contributions
of others. And he still is. These Skills have not left the Man, evident in our
Lions Club and totally supportive of the Community.
Ian has maintained a Strong interest in Review and Evaluation of all projects
Lions have been involved with.
Within a few hours of completing any project - whether its Catering, wood chop, BBQ, you are just sitting
down, after standing on your feet all day - ding ding ding goes the Lions App. (which must be attended to)
and there it is - a full record of Gross taken, Expenses to pay, Nett Profit and Loss. Comparisons with last
year, reflections on what went well, what could have been better, and improvements for next year.
Ian holds records of all these events and can summon them up 12 months later - and we don’t have to
reinvent the Wheel.
We are indebted to Ians event records, his attention to detail, thoughtful precision and Wise Counsel.
Alongside this- there have been numerous Grants applied for this year - each of these has required the
expertise and long hours of work by our Treasurer Ian Sawers.
You certainly are an Honoured Member of our Club.
Congratulations Ian. Receive a well deserved Lloyd Morgan Life Membership for your Contribution to the
Communities you have lived in.

Honouring Excellence

Rob
Luke

A hearty congratulations to
Rob Luke on his receiving the
International Presidents Award
for his “Outstanding service to

Lions International”
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The Riversdale Lions held their annual Hay Drive on
the 4th of July, with preparations beginning a month
earlier. A planning meeting with Hay Drive members
helped coordinate sponsor groups and update details of
farms and businesses in the area.
Bales began arriving at Andrew’s Transport yard on the
2nd of July. The yard became a gathering point, with
farmers stopping in for a catch-up and a coffee
provided by the Lions team. This informal gathering
added a warm, social element to the logistical process
and reinforced the community spirit that defines the
event.

This year’s contributions included:
155 bales of grass baleage
10 bales of lucerne baleage
12 bales of whole crop baleage
46 big bales of straw
20 big bales of hay
A small selection of small hay bales

The event raised approximately $24,000, with a few

costs still to be deducted. This outstanding result reflects the
generosity and commitment of our local community and
Lions members.
The Riversdale Lions extend heartfelt thanks to all
farmers, sponsors, volunteers, and community members who
contributed to the success of this year’s Hay Drive. Your
support continues to make a meaningful difference.

Riversdale Lions Annual Hay Drive – Report
Date: 4th July

Prepared by: Scott Nicholson I Photos by: Heather Fowler and Rhys Houghton

President Scott Nicholson and Hay Drive convenor
Rhys Houghton

At the annual Hay drive competition – just prior
to the prize giving of sponsored prizes and auction

Bales of Baleage being sorted out on arrival
before the Hay drive judging the day before

Trailer of sponsored prizes for the different sections,
with a truck and trailer load of baleage

Donated to the cause.

Left to right: Lion Trevor Roughan,
auctioneer Ross McKee and President

Scott Nicholson – sorting out some of the
sponsored prizes for each section

Harry Houghton with his Chow
and Lion Erin Hurley

Advertising the Riversdale Lions
Club Annual Hay drive



Mission: To empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian needs,
encourage peace and promote international understanding through Lions Clubs.18

John Kidd was one of the 20 Charter Members of the Lions
Club Winton in 1964. He heard about Lions while he was
visiting Avys in the hospital.

Out of curiosity, he was able to
attend the first meetings, which
were held at what is now called
the Garden Bar in Winton.

At the time, John owned a garage here in
Winton. He put a lot of time into the Lions
in his younger years. Lion John has been
presi
dent of the club. He was active with
splitting wood, metal collection, and was the
committee chair of the chaff.
He kept all the tractors and machinery in tip-top order before the harvest
started for many years.
Two years ago, John
was still visiting other
clubs in the zone and
joined us for the 60th
anniversary
celebrations.

Henriet Schuurmans
President
2024-2025
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Melvin Jones Fellowship Awarded to
Lion John Kidd
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35 Years Chevron for Dulcie Sellars
25 Years Chevron for Nancy McHugh

presented by
ID Graeme Wilson
and 202F DG
Elaine Scott

Lions Club Winton President
Henriet Schuurmans presented
a certificate of appreciation to;
 Lions Jocelyn Sinclair,

Alan Forde and David Hewitt.
organising the 60th anniversary
celebration, last October
 Lion Wim Overgaauw,
Quite achiever award Guest speaker - Lucas Gill

Runner-Up Lions 202F Speechmaker
“The voice in the valley” - Right

President 2025-2026 Lars De Kruijf, Vice President David Hewitt,
IP President Henriet Schuurmans

g
Winton Lions Celebrate Milestones, Appreciation and

New Leadership



The SGHS Leo Club hit the term running by starting the first 2 weeks with leading the Bags of Hope for
Southland Cancer Society. The artistic journey is to decorate the bags with colourful art as they are used for
clients and although no markers or paint can be used, the Leo club have encouraged with purchasing
colouring pencils to use for their school’s art creations.
At the recent Leo club’s
meeting, Jessica
encouraged the club
members to start their
art pieces. They didn’t
have enough time to
complete all their pieces
but it has started with a
focus of flowers and
words of
encouragement. See in
the photos all these
wonderful efforts

From
Change over 2025

(Below)
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SGHS Leo Cub



If you have been on social media or following some of our club members’ Facebook pages they had
shared their wonderful experiences at the International Lions Convention being held in Orlando, Florida.
The convention was originally planned for Mexico City but changed to Orlando.
One of the amazing aspects was International Director
Graeme being awarded a Progressive Melvin Jones as
shared on our social media. This achievement was
celebrated by many who have met Graeme along the
journey of his international Director’s role covering
further than New Zealand. We also have to admire his
photo not only with our friend Lynette from Waikiwi
Club who is famous enough for us all but they added an
Olympic swimming Champion Michael Phelps.
Our incoming District Governor Shona was welcomed
in as our 202F leader and she had amazing experiences
alongside her sister Caroline who supported this journey.
It was great to see the leads of all districts in New
Zealand be celebrated. It was great to see our fellow
friend 3rd Vice President Tony Benbow from Australia
move forward in his endorsement for this role. A sea of
yellow celebrated Tony and his wife Sue who has
continued to celebrate Tony’s dreams. We look forward
to hearing from them both about their learnings and
what we can do to support our Lions’ goals.
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International Lions Convention
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Support the cancer
screening bus.

$25 for 2
or

$15 for one.

Contact
Justine on
0278860948

to buy
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