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A word from the editor 
Dear Fellow Lions, 

It’s been a busy time for Lions clubs right now as changeover occurs. It’s an opportunity  

to look forward to the coming year and to also reflect on the achievements of  the last 

12 months which we see “Around the clubs”.  Youth North and Youth South have both been  

busy and we catch up on Youth Events happened and happening with bonus media interest.  

I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate DG Louise on a very successful and busy  

year in her term as District Governor. I’d also like to thank Louise for giving me this role 

as CONTACT Editor. It has allowed me to learn so much more about the clubs in our district and 

what great resources are on offer from our membership. In the coming months the CONTACT  

bulletin will be released earlier in the month starting with July 10.   

First up though we have an update on the Wellington Children’s Hospital’s ‘Playscape’. 

 Kind regards, Llew Eynon 
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Playscape Letter 
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Playscape Update Pg1 
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Playscape Update Pg2 
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Playscape Update Pg3 
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Playscape Update Pg4 
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YOUTH Report  
  

Young Speechmaker Contest. 
This was held in Whanganui on Sunday 30th May, before a  
small but enthusiastic audience of Lions, parents, teachers and 
the three judges from Whanganui Toastmasters. The three  
young speechmakers (from left) Ignatius Sofeni Williams,  
Germaine Grewal (Francis Douglas Memorial College in  
New Plymouth) & Noah Hunt (Hawera High School) spoke  
very well and were commended by the judges for their efforts. 
 They were asked to deliver their prepared speech and then  
deliver an impromptu speech- the topic for the impromptu was,  

“What is the importance of sport in schools?”. Despite the small number of young  
speechmakers, the audience was treated to excellent speeches. The winner was Germaine Grewal and he will represent our district in 
The winner was Germaine Grewal and he will represent our district at national  
final in Wellington on August 14th. Many thanks to President Terry and his team of  
Whanganui Lions for preparing the venue and refreshments, N.P. Pakeke Lions for 
sponsoring the two lads from New Plymouth, Hawera Mt View Lions who 
sponsored Noah, and Lions Stephanie & Robyn P, and Toastmasters for their 
judging skills.  
                             DGE Megan presents Germaine with the trophy and prizemoney. 
 

Environmental Video Contest. 
This new contest ended on World Environment Day, when the winners  
of the contest were announced by Environment Chair Gerard and  
DG Louise. The winning video was produced by the comms team from 
Riverdale School, Palmerston North    
(Pictured left). In second place was 
 Opunake School and 3rd place went 
 to Auroa School. The standard of all 
the entries was excellent as the 
 students expressed their ideas on 
biodiversity in their environment.  

 
We plan to run this contest again with a different theme in 2022.  
 
The winning video can be viewed at:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c-sM0jWdpI  
 
We look forward to working with the youth directors, supporting and promoting youth projects in the new  
club line ups for the 21/22 Lions Year. Please keep an eye out for the new Youth Handbook.  
 
Phil Lightbourne Stephanie Jordan 
Youth South  Youth North 

 
  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c-sM0jWdpI
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Environmental Video Challenge (Newspaper article) 
Children from a Palmerston 

North school have been 

recognised for their 

dedication to looking after 

the environment. 

A group from Riverdale 
School won a Lions 
environmental video 
challenge for schools in the 
wider Manawatū and 
Taranaki, producing a video 
about Ahimate Reserve.  

The topic was “establishing 
biodiversity in our natural environment”, encouraging the children to think about the 
variety of life in the ecosystem. Ahimate Reserve was a good example, with plants, 
animals and the Manawatū River. 

The children’s video was about what could be done to help the reserve, what was good for 
biodiversity, the Māori history of the park and restoration work that had been done in the 
area. 

On the school's production team were Liam O’Dea, 10, Nina Lyons, 11, Jacob Lauridsen, 
10, Ashton Woodhouse, 10, and Connor Adam, 10. Most of them are regular users of the 
reserve. Liam said learning about the environment was really good and for the project they 
had to find out what biodiversity was. Jacob said they researched online when producing 
the video and interviewed school staff and others. He said they were passionate about 
helping the community. “It brings life to Ahimate Park,” Connor said. 

Riverdale School deputy principal Jarred Bron said it was about appreciating and looking 
after the area. Children from the school have been helping in the area for about 12 years. 

Don and Heather Scott live near Ahimate Reserve and have long been doing volunteer 
work restoring native plants in the area. Native birds have returned to the area with the 
restoration of native plants, Don Scott said. 

It was the first time the Lions have run the competition and they planned to do it again 
next year, the district’s youth chairman Phil Lightbourne said. 

Manawatū Standard, June 17, 2021 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c-sM0jWdpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c-sM0jWdpI
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Youth Exchange 
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Around the clubs 
This past year there were plenty of club projects keeping our members busy. 
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Around the clubs cont’d    
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International Presidents Message 
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Online Links 
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202D Cabinet Members 

 


