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Hello everyone,

I am not quite sure where the year has gone to but Christmas is nearly here.
Most people I know, are winding down their year but this does not seem to
be the case with Lions. At the beginning of my Report are photos from the
Cromwell Lakes Dunstan Lions Club and also the Waihopai City Lions
Club that are part of their Christmas Events. I wish I could have shown you
all the trees but if you go onto their Facebook pages you will see them.
Many Clubs have provided Christmas cakes to senior citizens or are putting
on a Christmas meal while others have provided items or money to Food
Banks in their District. A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU It is
really a tough time for many people in our Communities from young
families, the elderly and farmers. Remembering others and being able to
‘give’ will in some way help them in their struggles.

Congratulations to those of you who took up the challenge
for Lap the Map in November 2024

Lois Heads Wyndham Pioneers Lions Club 220 km’s
Maree Hayes Waihopai City Lions 169.6 km’s
Lesley Sutherland Waihopai City Lions 117.19 km’s
Robyn Ross Gore River Valley Lions Club 112.91 km’s
Robert Luke Wanaka & Districts Lions Club 96 km’s

Clubs

Cromwell Lake Dunstan Lions Club 552.42 km’s
Invercargill Central Lions Club 294 kms
Te Anau Kepler Lions Club 159 km’s
Clyde & Districts Lions Club 68.5 km’s

This was a grand total of 1,789.92 km’s – from Bluff to Picton and return.

Club Bulletins

A massive thanks to all the new Clubs who have sent me through their
Bulletins. You are doing some amazing things out there in your
communities. I look forward to receiving these during 2025 and hope to
see your Projects/Events being reported in Service Reporting in the New
Portal.

Your Club’s Calendar of Projects or Events for 2025

Reading the Bulletins that are coming my way, I see that some of you are
including a Calendar of Events for 2025. This is a great idea. Not only
does it show just how organised your Club is with forward planning, but it
can give other Clubs ideas as well. Great to read that there are some Clubs
involving other Clubs in their Zone with Club Events and challenging
them in this way.
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A Reminder
Coming Up -Top Club Service Project - Close off date 15th March 2025

Just a reminder we now have 8 Global Causes for any projects a Club is involved in.
“Service” is our eight Global Causes key focus so why don’t we tell everyone about what we are doing!

I need to have these applications by 15th March 2025. I have sent out a separate email with the application
form attached to all Clubs at the beginning of November. It must be an innovative and inspiring Club Project
that has either been completed in this current Lions year or be an on-going project. Note: - this must be a
project by an individual Club and you need to ensure you have entered this into the Lion Portal for
reference.
Every Lions and Leos Club in our District has an opportunity to be recognised by entering their Top Club
Service Project.
Having attended some Portal Training which included Zone Meetings it has really highlighted just how
many Projects are happening in our District which would meet the criteria for the Top Club Service
Award. Please seriously consider putting in your entry.

I will send out another reminder in January and February 2025 and I hope to receive your entry. If you have
any queries please get in touch with me.
202f.gst@lionsclubs.org.nz or cell phone 0277 382 962

SOUTHLAND GIRLS
HIGH SCHOOL LEO
CLUB

Congratulations to
Italy Wills Evans who
was announced their
Head Prefect and Nell
Johnson as their
Deputy Head Prefect
at Southland Girls
High School in
Invercargill for 2025.
We wish you both the
very best in your new
roles.
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And last but not least.

Congratulations to our very own 202F Bulletin Editor
Sajitha Ferry who has passed her State Exam and is now
a Registered Nurse. Sajitha moved from Invercargill with
her family in 2023 to enable her to study as a Nurse
through the University of Otago in Christchurch. This
was a 2 year course and during that time, Sajitha also
worked. While working and studying, Sajitha continued
to be the Bulletin Editor for 202F. At the moment she is
looking for a job and her interests are working in Mental
Health or in the Prison system.

Kind regards
Sue Evans
202f GST Co-ordinator
Email: 202f.gst@lionsclubs.org.nz
Cell Phone: 0277 382 962
ne: 0277 382 962
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"If you can't feed a hundred people
then feed just one."

– Mother Teresa
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COC article published in the newspaper - 21 December 2024
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The new members in our 202F District for November 2024 along with

their respective clubs and sponsors:

Name Club Sponsor

Trevor Dyke Alexandra Roger Calverley
Alan Holgate Alexandra Donald Lamont
Paul Jennings Alexandra Roger Calverley
Dave O’Connell Alexandra Gerry McCarthy
Grant Ruffell Alexandra Murray Anderson
Catherine Mann Cromwell Lake Dunstan Helen

Hucklebridge
Joy Gunn Te Anau Kepler Stevenson
Rata Smith Toi Tois Colin McDonald
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Camp Quality Baking

I am just writing to let you know the final times for the collection
of baking for Camp Quality.

Saturday 4th January 2025
Invercargill 8am Collection point is Ascot Park carpark opposite
the cemetery.
Gore 9.45am Collection point by the big fish.
Lumsden 10am If there is any

Central Otago Monday 6th January 2025
Highlands Motorsport Park Cromwell 11.30am

Te Anau if you have baking can you please get it to Peter Flynn
before the 3rd January and he will take for you.

Thanks in advance for all the great baking. Please remember no
nuts as some have allergies.

Hope you all have wonderful Christmas and a safe New Year.
Any queries please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sue Fleury
Camp Quality Coordinator
027 337 3462
a.sfleury@xtra.co,nz

14



6
Mission: To empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian needs,

encourage peace and promote international understanding through Lions Clubs.

DISTRICT 202F GMA

Ways to make your club meetings more inviting and enjoyable

Every Lions club is different! Below you will find several elements of a
typical club meeting with ideas to help customize events to meet the needs
of your members and be more appealing to non-members.

Establish Goals: First determine the goals of the meetings. Is it to plan
events, enjoy an informative speaker, conduct a service project, enjoy the
fellowship of other Lions or to have fun? Maybe all the above! Make sure
the objectives are met through planning and they are included on the
agenda.

Identify Program Possibilities: If your club decides to have a presentation during general meetings,
determine the type of presentations that would interest club members and the amount of time that should
be given to the presenter to ensure that the time is well spent.

Determine Frequency: How often do you want to meet? Some clubs meet once a week, while others
meet once a month. Determine the amount of time needed to plan, communicate and get your members
involved. Could online collaboration or other channels of communication reduce the need for some face-
to-face meetings?

Establish Date and Time for the Meeting: Should the gathering have a set date and time or be flexible
based on service activities? Some clubs meet at regular scheduled time, but some clubs are choosing to
gather for a service project that might vary each month. Dates and times are shared through Facebook, the
club webpage, emails and text messages.

Determine Meals and Location:While meeting over a meal is a long-standing tradition, it is not a
requirement and often lengthens the meeting and adds to the cost of membership. Consider meeting at a
library or another location to reduce time and expense.

Question Traditions:Many clubs open with a song or a pledge, but your club does not have to!
Determine the traditions that your members would like to keep and drop the others. Ask your younger
members if they enjoy the club’s traditions and adjust the activities to appeal to young potential members
too!

Examine Protocol: Similar to traditions, the way the meeting room is set up and the way club leaders are
addressed can be determined by the club. The club has the authority to continue or eliminate items such as
a head table for club leaders and visitors or acknowledging members in the order of importance. Some
clubs prefer an atmosphere where everyone is equal.

Determine Dress Code: Clubs might determine that they would like to wear Lions vests, while others
might decide to wear Lions polo shirts, dress shirts with matching ties, or perhaps just their favourite
Lions apparel. Have fun determining your own dress code.
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Consider Family Members: Does your club have (or would like to recruit) young parents or families
with children? If so, discuss how the meeting format, location and time might be changed to
accommodate family members.

Identify Channels of Communication: There are multiple ways to communicate with members. While
announcements during meetings can be exciting and motivating, take advantage of email, text
messages, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram your club’s website and any other way your members routinely
communicate.

Consider Renaming the Event: After assessing club meeting elements and determining which changes
your members would welcome, you might introduce the new concepts by renaming the event to reflect
the purpose and objective of the event.

In some areas of the world “meeting” implies a very structured business centered assembly.
If your event is more fun-focused or social minded, you might consider calling the event a social
gathering or celebration. Consider terms such as event, gathering, festivity, or another term that more
adequately reflects the intent of the event.

Board meetings: Use the same analysis above to determine how board meetings might be structured.
Keep in mind that the purpose of the meeting is to fully inform board members of the issues that are
under consideration so the members can approve, deny or amend the items effectively.
Consider using technology to keep members better informed and involved.

Phasing in Change: If your members decide that they would like to change the format or any element
of the meeting, determine when the change should take place.
If change is radical or members are unsure, try establishing a special meeting once a quarter using a
new format to see how members like it.
For example, your club might consider replacing a monthly meeting each quarter with a service project
or family friendly event.
Consider hosting a party for disadvantaged children or feed homeless people in a shelter, in place of a
meeting.
Or consider more online collaboration for planning an event or approving a program. You might start
by choosing the event that club members would like to change the most, which might be the general
meeting, board meeting or some other ongoing events.

Lions: WE SERVE your community

Leigh Burford
Global Membership Approach
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Behind the Chronicles

Dear fellow Lions,

As we enter the festive season, I hope this time of year brings you joy and a
chance to reflect on the successes and challenges of the past year. May the
warmth and cheer of the season fill your hearts as we look ahead to the
opportunities and blessings of the New Year.

I am thrilled to share that after two intense years of study, I have completed
my Master of Nursing Science at Otago University, Christchurch, and have
officially registered as a nurse. It has been a challenging journey, and I would
like to give myself a pat on the back for managing my studies amidst the

emotional upheaval of losing my mother in March. I am thankful I had the chance to be with her before she
passed, but the lack of closure has been a heavy burden on my heart. My mother would have been the most
delighted person to see me achieve this milestone, as she always encouraged her children to pursue
knowledge and learning with passion and dedication.

A special thank you to my cabinet team, all the clubs, and, of course, my readers for your immense patience
during these times. I know there were delays in issuing the bulletin, the occasional wrong photos in articles,
and instances where I failed to get consent before using your photos or missing out on articles or photos you
sent. If I did miss anything, my sincere apologies – no one has complained yet, but if I have missed you,
please do not hesitate to let me know (or maybe you are just too kind to do so!).

I also want to thank my husband and daughter for being such incredible support during this stressful time.
Their constant love, understanding, and encouragement helped me keep going while juggling my studies and
grieving the loss of my mother.

Now that my studies, assignments, exams, and placements are behind me, I am excited to bring back a timely
and well-prepared bulletin! You can expect the next issue to be published on time – by mid-month, as
promised.

Share Your Stories, Photos, and Profiles with Us!
The Southern Chronicles celebrates the achievements, stories, and inspirational moments of our Lions
members. We need your contributions to make it truly shine! Whether it is an article, a striking photo, a
member profile, or a personal story, your input helps us showcase the amazing work happening across our
district.

To ensure file sizes remain manageable, if you would like to include images or photos, please copy them into
a Word document (not screenshot) and add captions where applicable. This way, you will not need to worry
about sending large attachments across multiple emails.

Please submit your stories, photos, profiles or articles by 10th January to be featured in the upcoming issue.
Together, let us continue to connect, uplift, and inspire—building a stronger community with every
contribution!

Wishing you all a joyful Christmas and a prosperous New Year. May the festive season bring you peace,
happiness, and all the blessings you deserve.

Warm Regards
Sajitha Ferry
Your Bulletin Editor

17



Mission: To empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian needs,
encourage peace and promote international understanding through Lions Clubs.

Letter from
the President to You
International President
Fabrício Oliveira

Dear Lion,

We are driven by a desire to serve. As Lions, we’re
always thinking about others and the work that needs to
be done to help them, both in our communities and
around the world. And when we grow our membership,
we’re also growing the amount of service we can do —
and the impact we can make together.

I know we can serve more people than ever before this
year, thanks to your service and your support
of MISSION 1.5. So let’s serve and grow to make our
mark like only Lions can.

At your service,

Fabrício Oliveira
International President
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RIVERSDALE LIONS CLUB

Held their first car boot sale on Saturday, 16 November at the Rivers dale Community Centre carpark with 23
stalls participating. Our club, had a Barbeque, Cake Stall, and Spinning Wheel. The funds were being raised
for the Youth in our community. It was very successful, and looking into running another one sometime in
the future.
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WINTON LIONS CLUB

23rd of November 2024
The Fete was interesting for the Lions from Winton this year, with a lot of rain over the last couple of months
and the night before. Parking could become an issue. Even though the number of visitors was a bit down
from other years, the weather came right during the day. It was a club effort, 23 members of the club were
volunteering on the day.

4th of December
the Lions of Winton
With emergency:
St John Ambulance,
Winton Fire brigade, and Police did the food drive through Winton.

Henriet schuurmans I Lions Club Winton President and Bulletin Editor I Chairperson of Children of Courage
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We remember
with great respect and appreciation

the life and services of

 Catherine Mann of Cromwell Lake
Dunstan (just a new member so how very
sad)

 Douglas Dixey of Gore Pakeke
 Tom Osborne of Gore Pakeke
 Brian Sinclair of Ohai Nightcaps

and
 Joe Edwards of Waihopai City

Our thoughts are with their loved ones,
those who are family by blood and

those who they’ve formed bonds with in
the Lions family.








